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Tlx: D i s t r i c t  extends from the  Ship Lock a t  the foo t  of Peach S i r e e t  i n  
K-iciimund westward ta the. i n t e r s e c t i o n  of  an extens ion  of  Sleepy Hollow 
Road and t l ~ eC & 0 Railroad t r acks  i n  Henrico County. This l i n e a r  d i s -  
t r i c t  c o n s i s t s  of the  ea r then  excavat ions  t h a t  comprise t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  
of  the  c a n a l  system a s  we l l  as the s tone  locks ,  b r idges ,  c u l v e r t s ,  bas ins ,  
tow pa ths  and o t h e r  r e l a t e d  o b j e c t s .  The fol lowing i s  a l i s t i n g  of 
these  f e a t u r e s :  I 
Tl~t.Ship  Lock: a t  t h e  foot  of  Peach S t r e e t .  

1 I 
Shockoe Greek Aqueduct, (destroyed o r  covered) ,  a t  t h e  foo t  of  16th  S t r e e  I extended. 

The Tidewater Connection: 
Lock numbers one tin-ougti f i v e  
13th  S t r e e t  s tone  br idge  over cnnaf , , 

. ..
1 2 t h  S t r e e t  sronf  b r idge  abutments over c a n a l  ... 
11 th  S t r e e t  s tone  br idge  abutments over  cana l  
10 th  S t r e e t  s tone  br idge  abutments over c a n a l  
Walls around t h e  b a s i n  a t  12th  and Byrd S t r e e t s  

The Richmond Basin, bounded by 8 t h ,  12 th ,  Gary and Canal S t r e e t s ;  
p o s i t i o n  f o r  C & 0 Railroad mi lepos ts :  mile  0.0 

I1 Basin below Gamble's H i l l ,  mi le  0.6 

Stone t u n n e l  under c a n a l  a t  Hollywood Cemetery, mi le  1.23 

I Canal arm through Maymont Garden. ml le  2.55 

Three-mile 

Widewater, 

Five-mile  

Locks, m i l e  3 .1-3.5:  

Pumphouse and Raceway, m i l e  3.1. 

Lock number one of the ' F i r s t  Grand Divis ion ,  m;le 1). 1 

Lock number two of  the  F i r s t  Crand Div i s ion ,  m i l c - 3 .3 


( F i r s t  Crand D i v i s i J n  was from Richmond t o  Lynchburgj 
The Lower Arch a t  G r a n t ' s  Dam, mile  3.3,  head of e a r l i e s t  

cana l  i n t o  Richmond. 

mile  3.6-3.9 

Locks, mi le  5.3-5.5: 
Lock number three ( , f  the.~E' i rsL Grand I)i.visi.on, m i . 1 ~  5 .4  

The c a n a l  went around Dead Han's H i l l  o r i g i n a l l y ;  the 
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presen t  cana l  i s  i n  a recent  railway c u t .  hl ~ n s c r i p t i o n  
on the o r i g i n a l  c a n a l  cur. reads ,  "ADAMS & McVEC/ ANN0 1823 

Richmond Dam, mi le?  5 .5,  a t  head of the. o r i g i n a l  cana l  around 
the  r a p i d s  a t  Westham, now d i v e r t i n g  r i v e r  water  i n t o  a 
r ecen t  canal  l ead ing  t o  t h e  Richmond s e t t l i n g  has ins .  

1 River  Lock from c a n a l  t o  r i v e r ,  mi le  6.15 1 
I I 
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George Washington, that Tidewater man s o  f a m i l i a r  with the  needs 
and po ten t i . a l  of  tile wes t ,  s t r o n g l y  ndvocated the  cause of developing the  
nav iga t ion  of  t h e  .Tames Ri.ver, w i th  t h e  t t i t i m t e  hope of connect?-ng the  

VI 
headwaters of t h e  e a s  tward-flow.ing James wj.th the,L,westward-flowingl<anawha 

2 Rivers .  Accordi.ng t o  John Marsilail, a  b iographer  of Washington's and him-
0 s e l f  a s u p p o r t e r  of the  improvement, 1Jashingt:on seized the  oppor tuni ty- pr\)v.idcd by his cr i~ l rnpl~alv is i .?  :o Rjci~mondi n  the  company of La faye t t e ,  t o  

I- ( 1conquer tilose ob jec t ions  t o  the  plan whi.ch y e t  l i nge red  i n  t h e  bosoms of those w b  
U co111d pe rce ive  i n  i t  no advantages t o  compensate f o r  the present  expense." I 

The James River Company was cha r t e red  i n  1785 wi th  George Wash-
ington s e r v i n g  as ilonorary Pres ident  f o r  the pr~rposeof improvirrg ' nav iga t io  
c>n l.1ie James from Richmond t o  i3oi:etourt County, i: di-stance of approximately 
200 miles .  The Company's success -in keeping t h e  r i v e r  and s e v e r a l  of  i t s  
hrancitcs f r e e  o f  o b s t r u c t i o n s  con t r ibu ted  markedly t o  t h e  development of  
.i'~:;tr.l~s,idcand th f  C e n t r a l  Piedmont rexion.  Naviga?i.on of :-.he James was 
"i)' .ttk!~-than any otirer htli in ti.̂ - ~ i > i : i -, above i i ~ ef a l l s , "  Secrctar!,, Albcrf 

i : ; l iL; i  : l  i ;  rcporr:ed t o  ihe  linited S t a t e s  Senate i n  1808, 

Tnc company +zlso compleccci tile f i r s r  "Tiucwacer Connection" 
I 
i 
I 

thrn~igiirile cons t r r i c t ion  of a  canal  wh ic l~ ,bypassing tlic f a l l s  above P,ichmo d ,  
cc~iitii:cicd i11c upper and lower Jamcs River.  I n  1820, the  Commonwealrh 1 
;?lr*i;lci!! a l a r g c  ::l-;=reholder - - ho~lgirt t h e  c l i a r t c r  of the James River Compa y.  
i)ur inl: t h e  pe r iod  of S t a t e  ope ra t ion ,  t h e  company e n t i r e l y  recons t ruc ted  th  
canal from Richmond t o  Westham and extended i t  t o  Goochland County, cons t ru  ted 
the Balcony F a l l s  Canal througi? a gap i n  the  Blue Ridge, improved n a v i g a t i o  
on the Grea t  I<anawha River i n  wesizern V i r g i n i a ,  and developed t h e  Kanawha 
Turnpike ove r  t h e  Alleghany Mountains. i 

During t h e  f i f t y  yea r s  o!' i t s  corporace ex i s t ence ,  the  Jimes Rive 
Companr renmined e s s e n t i a l l y  a ri .ver impkovement company. As  sucli, i t  was 
a f inanci .a i  success  and contribr7t:ed t o  the  economic well-being of  the  James 
R?.ver Valley.  l'ne c a n a l  a t  RichmonZ. wliich permit ted bateaux t r a f f i c  t o  

tne  James-ihnawna gateway and dur ing  t h e  ante-bel lum period these  voices  we 

t - i n ~ ~ cbeyond t h e  t a l l - Line, and Llie trans-Alleghany turnpi.ke wh ich  wen c 
way t o  ty ing  wes tern  Virginia  t o  tiif e a s t ,  were c l a s s i c  examples of in te rna l l  
improveniei~tshej.ng made throughout  America du r ing  the  ea r ly -n ine teph th  
But V i rg in i ans  s i n c e  George Wasnington had c a l l e d  f o r  more e f f e c t i v e  use of I 

joined by o t h e r s  committed t o  f u r t h e r  improvement of  the  James River i t s e l f .T 
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.i.R ,  r\ I<. (::~nnl," T l ~ e  Old V i r g i n i a  C.cnt:lcman and  Othcr  Skctc l ics  (Kc?cr 

Yorli. 1.910). 


l i t r  n i i d l i  W .  , "Jolin B a l l e n d i n e ,  " Vi- rg in ia  C a v a l c a d e ,  S p r i n g  1959, I 

\ I .  V i  1'1, No. 4 ,  p. 39.  


I V i  r i r ~ s ,"George Washington 's  R a i l r o a d , "  Virgini .a  Cava lcade ,  

(S~liiinl~>r,19h0), pp. 11-18. 


I)t~nnawa)i. Wnyland F u l l e r ,  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  Jarnes R i v e r  and  Kanawna Cornpa!'~~. 

(New York. 1922) .  t 
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2. 	 Tl~c James River and Ibnawha Canal H i s t o r i c  D i s t r i c t  comprises the  p resen t  
and o r i g i n a l  s i t s  ~f t h e  James River and l<anawha Canal and c a n a l  towpath 
inc luding  a boundary of twenty-f ive f e e t  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  of t hese  two 
f e a t u r e s  a s  l o c a t e d  between the i n r e r s e c t i o n  o f  the  C Ei 0 Railroad t r a c k  
and Sleepy Hollow Road extended on t h e  x e s t  and t h e  Ship Locks loca ted  
a t  tht! base. o f  Peach S t r e e t  exncnaed on t h e  e a s t ,  This D i s t r i c t  i nc ludes  
a l l  f e a t u r e s  and o b j e c t s  spec i f i ed  i n  t h e  d e s c r i p t i o n .  

! 
 7 .  Cu lve r t ,  mi le  6.5, only no r th  end r e w i n i n g .  


Nine-mile Locks, mile  9.2-9.5: 
Feeder c a n a l  from pond formed by Bosher 's  Dam 
Guard Lock s i t e ,  mi le  9.2; the  m a t e r i a l s  from t h e  guard lock  have 

been r e b u i l t  a s  a s l u i c e  ga te .  
Bosher ' s  Dam, mi le  9.2 

aa 

Lock number fou r  of the  F i r s t  Grand Division,  mi le  9.2; modern 
dwel l ing  on presumed lock house s i t e .  

Lock number f i v e  of the  F i r s t  Grand Divis ion ,  mi le  9.4, e i t h e r  
des t royed  o r  cqvered up. 

Lock number s i x  of  the  F i r s t  Grand Division,  mi le  9.5, a l s o  has  
d isappeared .  

Canal c u l v e r t ,  mi le  9.5 
(Nine-mile Locks l i f t e d  boacs t o  a n  18 mi le  l e v e l  a long t h e  p resen t  

r o u t e  of t h e  C & 0 Railroad t o  a lock and dam a t  Maiden's 
Adventure, mi le  27.5) 

Extension of Sleepy Hollow Road t o  i n t e r s e c t i o n  wi th  Canal r o u t e  and 
m i l w a y ,  m i l e  9.5 

The c a n a l  locks  a r e  composed n ta idyof  g r a n i t e  a s h l a r  w i t h  a iow-re l ie f  
ch i se l ed  s u r f a c e ;  che blocks' average about  s i x t e e n  inches high and range 
up t o  seventy-n ine  inches i n  length.  The capping ranges g r e a t l y  i n  
length  but  ave rages  twelve inches high and t h i r t y - s i x  inches deep. The 
blocks a r e  c u t  i n  a n  ogive curve a t  t h e  g a t e  r ecesses  i n  o rde r  t o  hold 
the g a t e s  i n  p l a c e  a g a i n s t  the  w a t e r p r e s s u r e ,  and the  curv ing  corner  of  
the w a l l  a t  t h e  junc tu re  of the l o c k s .  and the  tu rn ing  bas in  a r e  semi-
c i r c u l a r  b locks  used t o  e a s e  the  boa t s  i n  and out  of  the  narrow 
passages s a f e l y .  The arched bridge a t  Thi r teenth  S t r e e t  (1860) i s  much 
1e::c: p r e c i s e  i n  t h e  stonework c o n s i s t i n g  of rough hewn blocks and 
rroussoirs s e t  somewhat 11nevenJ.y i n  t h e  mor tar .  

The i883 Pumphouse rep lace6  an e a r l i e r  one which pumped wacer t o  t h e  
r e s e r v o i r  above. The two s t o r y  s tone  b u i l d i n g  c o n s i s t s  of a iong c e n t r a l  
block w i t h  f l a n k i n g  c r o s s  pav i l ions  which p r o j e c t  s l i g h t l y  a t  e i t h e r  
end of t h e  long facades.  The basement a r e a  once housed the  pumping 
machinery and t h e  l a r g e  open room above was used f o r  many of  t h e  c i t y ' s  
s o c k 1  even t s .  Of f i ces  and twin curv ing  s t a i r s  f l ank  these  two l a r g e  
rooms. D e t a i l s  of t h i s  s t r u c t u r e  inc lude  a s l a t e  roof wi th  i r o n  c r e s t i n g  
and r e in fo rced  conc re t e  window arcade  on bo th  s i d e s  of t h e  s o c i a l  h a l l .  
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I n  1835, with the  incorpora t ion  of the James River and Kanawna 
Company, t h e  c a n a l  e r a  proper  of V j rg in i a  h i s t o r y  begins.  This successor to  
the .Tames River Company completed a c a n a l  a long the Jamcs from Richmond t o  II,vi~~lil>urg t:o t r a f f i c  i n  1840), and theiicc LO!.;tile F i r s t  l)i.visi.on, opened 
iiiiciia~ian i t h e  Second I l iv is ion ,  completed eleven years  l a t e r ) ,  Thc n i n e t y  loch 
from Riciimond t o  Buchanan had a t o t a l  l i f t  of 728 f e e r .  By che 1850's, t!ie m i  
works a long t h e  cana l ;  inc luding  a  connect ion wi th  Lexington and t h e  Rivannz 
Rivt!r Connect ion,  were completed. The James River system was what r i v e r s  had 
alwavs heen i n  Vi rg in i a  p r i o r  t o  t h e  r a i l r o a d s :  the main means f o r  t r anspor t a -  

, .
:ion and communication. 

Whiie the  James River and Kanawha Company b u i l t  i t s  cana l  s y s t  m, 
i L  was a l s o  developing a r e l i a b l e  wa te r  r o u t e  t o  t f e  lower James a t  Richmond. 
By , ,854 t h e  Tidewater Connection was e s s e n t i a l l y  complete and cons i s t ed  of f i v  
g rea t  s tone  locks  which formed a f l i . g h t ' o f  water  s t a i r s  enab l ing  the  l a r g e r  r i  e r  
boats  t : ~pass  i n t o  t idewater .  The c a n a l  company a l s o  r econs t ruc ted  t h e  docki Ig 
f a c i l i t i e s  a t  Rocicetts, Richmond's dock'  a r e a  a t  the  head of  ~ i d e w a t e ' r  navigac i  n 
on the  James. These f a c i l i t i e s  were purchased i n  1841 from the  Richmond Dock 
Company. 1 

George Bagby and o t h e r  contemporaries have recoraed t h e i r  
i.mpressions of  t h e  e f f e c t  which the  canal  had on the  growth of  Lynctth:crg. At 
Richmond. the  docking f a c i l i t i e s ,  t oge the r  wi th  the  Tidewater Connection I
cer ;a in ly  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  thc l a t e - a n t e - b c i l r ~ m  r i s e  of  the por:, and incidnnti.;.; 
i rc l l , c ,r i  t o  keep the  Jamcs River and iianawha Company s o l v c n t .  Tiit, uc;lcist ai iiid 
conipr;iiy-. ?nev-; . tablc  once the  r a i l r o a d s  had proven themselves--was ~ia.steni!d hy 1 
~ h edecisiorr :.o proceed wi th  p lans  f o r  the  ino rd ina te ly  expens iv i  t h i r d  divisioh] 
o f  rnc c a n a l ,  from Buchanan t o  C:ovlngion a t  the base of the  Al lcghanies .  i 

I 
The p r o f i t s  of the  c a n a l  and docking ope ra t ions  of the  compan 


were l ~ r j i e l y  wasted on t h e  new c o n s t r u c t i o n .  Then followed the  War Betwilcn 

the S t a t e s  and t h e  consequent d e s t r u c t i o n  and d e t e r i o r a t i o n  of c a n a l w o r k s .  

"And nox t h e  c a n a l ,  a f t e r  a f a i r  and c o s t l y  t r i a l ,  i s  t o  g ive  awzy i o  the  r a i l :1George k ~ b y  wrote  sometime a f t e r  Appomattox, 

11and I ,  i n  common wi th  the  g r e a t  body of Virg in ians ,  am h e a r c i l y  glad f '. 
i t .  i t  has  served i t s  purpose weli. enough, perhaps,  f o r  i r s  day and 
gene ra t ion .  Tne world has passed i t  by ....The dream of  the g rca t  
c a n a l  to  the Ohio ....must be  abandoned along with o t h e r  dreams." 


In  i880 tile c a n a l  system was so ld  t o  t h e  AIlleghany Railroad Company.; and t racl is  

(or p r w e n t ,  :he James River Divis ion  of  :he Chesapeake and Ohio) were l a i d  on 1 

t h e  towpath, thus  prevent ing  cana lboa t  t r a f f i c .  I 


! I 
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7 .  

The c a n a l s  were a major engineer ing  f e a t  w i th  cons iderable  h i s t o r i c a l  va lue .  

The c a r e  taken by t h e  s tone  mason i n  c h i s e l i n g  the  rough f i n i s h  of  ' the s tone  

blocks of t h e  w a l l s  and t h e  p r e c i s e  f i c  of t h e  f i n e  a s h l a r  stonework j u s t i f y  


" t h c  canal  companv's r e fe rence  t o  thc  lock$ a s  "works o f  a r t . "  inc. range of 
1.oc:il i n t c r c s r  i n  the canal.:; i s  il.lus:::ated, on the one hand, by c l ~ eplans o f .  
Reynolds Metals Cornpany t o  incorporate the two lower Locks of thc. ?ldec~z:er 
Conirucil~on i n m  t l l c i r  new p l a n t ,  and on the o t h e r ,  wich the rhreatoned 
demoliti.ou of t h e  t h r e e  upper locks of r h e  Connection by thc  Kicnmond Mecro- 
p o l i t a n  Au thor i ty ' s  expresuwny. 

9 .  ,'> 


Goodri~ch, Carce r ,  Government I'romr,eion of American Canals and Raj-lroads 1800- 

13C)O. Colurn~bio Ilnj.versi.ty P res s ,  1960, pp. 87-101. 
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